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i Where: Speedway, Indiana
E When: Indy 500 (May 30, 2004), LS. Grand
| Priv (fune 20, 2004, Brickyard 400 [ August &,
2044}

49 COOL CAR
THINGS T0 DO

Places, races, and other automotively crazed pursuits
by Todd Lassa, Frank Markus, Scott Mortara, Arthur St. Antoine, and Matt Stone

Why: M5 is America’s Vatican of Motorsport
and hosts three hugely important events, The
Speechway Musetmn, a van nde around the
wack, and a look at the yard-of-bricks
start/finish fine are worth the visit any time.
www.indianapolismotorspeadway.com
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Where: Yountville {Mapa Valley), California
When: Any time, 10-5
Why: Because it's Mariol Serioushy, Andrettis
really into this wine thing, the fclity is quaint
and relaxing, and California’s Napa Valley wine
region is @ reat vacation spot amyway, The
casually elegant, Toscan-styled winery also
hasts weddings and other functions

www.andrettiwinery.comm
!
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Where: Many in Detroit, and lots more in the
South and Midwest
When: Any time but the last two wesks of the

year
Why: Every automotive enthusiast should see
how cars are built. Most assembly plants offer
tours, amed many have a vistor's center that
outlines the history of the facility. Ford is
opening a new one this spring at s famaous
Rouge factory site,
www.henryfordmusenm.com/rouge




| Where: Monaco, of course
When: May 23, 2004

Why: Monaco may no longer be the best race on the F1
schedule, but it remaing one of the places to see one, The
harber, the view, and the people-watching are over the
top—as are hotel and food prices ar race time. Still, an
amazing event, and a fine getaway can be planned up
and down the rest of the Cote d'Azur. Consider one of
the Fl tour company ]Nu.']{ﬂge:i for a better seat ad
fewer transportation hassles. Bring vour hinoes and lots

of momney.
www. formulal .com

IR I R NVIE I

Where: Faris, France

When: Usually Fehruary

Why: Meed a radiator shell for your Bugatt 352
You'll find 1t at Retro, held at the Paris Expo
center. A combination indeor swap meet, art
festival, and car-club gathering, Caters primar-
ilv to European brands and motorsport, but is
great even if vou're just looking,

retromobile. motorlezend com

Where: Modena, Italy
When: Any time, although closed much of August

Why: Have pasta ¢ vino at the place where Enzo Ferrari dined nearly
every day, Located divectly across from the Fervari factory gates [and the
new Ferrarl Factory Store), the restanrant has décor that resembles an
Italian country howse. Whibe in town, visit the Perrari F1 tearn's favorite
haunt, Ristorante Montana, which is a mile up the road and serves the
best Iocal-style e (Schumacher liles to eat right in the kitchen). Reser-
vations suggested at both.

wwweristorantecavallino.it

wWww.ristorantemoniana.it

Where: Pormnona, Californiz

Whem: Pomona Swap Meet (seven times per year), Wally Parles NHEA Museum (open year
‘round ), NHRA Winternationals {usually in February)

Why: The swap meet features up to 1000 cars for sale, miles of parts and aceessories to peruse, and
draws up to 30,00 people—a great way to walk off a Sunday. The Winternationals is one of the
MHEA= oldest and most important pro drag-racing events, and the NHRA museum alone i3
worth the trip.

www fairplex.com

wwwnhra.com

WWW. DOMODaswWapieet.Lom

v e, comy musewn

T

Where: Burbank, California

When: Tuesday-Sarurday, 10-6

Why: A whaole bookstore and newsstand dedicated to our favorite stuff.
Huosts frequent author book signings. cub events, minicar shows, Leno
shops there all the time. Also a large selection of airplane-related
malerials,
www.autobooks-aerobooks.com

Where: The Monterey Peninsuls, California

When: August 13-15, 2004

Why: Think of *The Weekend” a3 autodorm’s Woodstock, The Pebble
Beach Concoowrs d'Elegance is the world’s foremost car show, period.
Comcorso laliano is mecca for talian car freaks, and the now two-day
Monterey Historics launched vintage eacing in the ULS. Many club events,
auchoms, and other car happenings revobve avownd all this Vication spots
den't get nicer than Monterey, Carmel, and Pacific Grove, Hotel rooms
£o fast; book noe

wvrnw, pebiblebeachconcoursnet

wwrwmontereyhistoric.com
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Where; Le Mans, France
When: June 12-13, 2004
Why: The international granddaddy of all sports car and endurance
races. See it from the grandstands or your campsite; the complexion of
the event changes with the weather and tirne of day, Great midway with
restaurants, champagne, Grand Mamier-laced crépes (yum ), British fans
yelling at the French, and vice versa, You can drive the portions of the
course that take place on public roads {not during race weckend, of
course), and don't miss the musenm lecated at the track,
wiwlemans.org
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Where: State Fair Park in West Allis, Wisconsin
When: Chamyp cars, June 3-5, 2004; NASCAR trucks and Busch Series,
June 24-36; Indy Racing League, fuly 23-25; and ASA National Tour,
August 27-29
Why: Bamev Oldfield, Rex Mays, Parnelli Jones, A, Foyt, Al Unser, and
Marier Andretti all have won at this highly accessible one-mile oval,
which, at 101 years old, bas been around longer than Indy, One of Amer-
iCa’s great race Venies.
wiwimilwaukeemile com

ek falt -
Where: Wolfsburg, Germany,
When: Daily, except Christmas Eve and New Years Eve

Why: “Sprockets” meets an anto musenm in this new VW theme parte. It
includes the ZeitHaus Musewm with the history of “automobility™; the
AutoLab, showing the art of aute constraction; a kids-world traffic
school, in which five- to | 1-year-olds can earn a driver’s license at the
wheel of New Beetle pedal cars; the Pavilions, with ditferent classic and
new VW makes and prototypes on display; the *New Mobilversum,”
designed as a journey to the inner child for adults and children; and seven
restaurants.

hitpsffwwrwautostadt.de

Yula
Where: Indianapolis, Indiana
When: September 1-6, 2004
Whiy: From Stock Elimianator to Top Fael, all the top teams duke it out
for the Largest parse i the National Hot Rod Association. Be sure to take
in night qualifying on Friday for the best visuals, Witnessing the radical
I blast of header flames (sometimes explosions) alone is worth the price of
admisson.
v nhra.com

al®IN. LT
Where: Main Street, Reno, Nevada
When: July 3-August 8, 204
Why: If you've nover left the 19505 or 19608, or if yeu like to return from
time 1o Hme, this is your cvent. [ts one of the largest cruisefests in the
country and includes a swap meet. Repistration was sold out at 3000 clas
sic cars by the beginning of this year, so show up and drive an unotficial
route or go to the Web site to apply for 2005,
v hotaugnstnightsnet
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Where: Chinard, California (two hours north of Los Angeles)
When: Year “round, with half-day to four-day programs (see Web site for
schedule)
Why: Because if you're ever going to be discovered as the brilliant race
driver vou are, this s where to start, With their superior weight-to-power
ratic and quick steering. the sprint karts and shifter karts provide an
excellent entrée to road racing, The Hall school offers half-day to three-
day sprint kart training plus o race serics, Jim Hall Jr, does a ot of corpo-
ratefemployes business, so start lobbying your boss,
wiwwtjhrlearttacing.com






